
European Collaboration in FMD

Kris De Clercq

50th Anniversary FAO World Reference Laboratory



DG RESEARCH
DG SANCO

Network of excellence
Coordinating Actions
Strategic Research Projects



DG RESEARCH
DG SANCO

WAT relationship

Working Apart Together
relationship



DG RESEARCH
DG SANCO

Working Together
=

Key Performance Indicator



EUFMD
1954: The Commission may establish 
temporary, special or standing committees to 
study and report on matters pertaining to the 
purpose of the Commission.



EUFMD
A Standing Technical Committee was 
appointed by the Commission at its third 
session (1956) and was initially composed of 
veterinary administrators and leaders in FMD 
research.



EUFMD
1957: Need for a Reference Laboratory

And need for a backbone for the RG
=

World Reference Laboratory for FMD

With a lot of support from the UK



EUFMD 
RG / WRL

146S Quantity

146S Quality: 
146S/12S

First series of Collaborative studies

Vaccine Quality
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Vaccine Matching

FMDV strain collection
Passive
Active

FMDV strain distribution
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Vaccine Matching

Rabbit/GP sera distribution

r-value MAb profiling
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Collaborative studies: 
Diagnostics

Ab assays / Virus-Ag-Genome
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RG / WRL

Biosecurity

SECURITY STANDARDS FOR FMD LABS:
General requirements
Authorization of laboratories in respect to FMD
Specific Requirements
I. Management II.   Training
III. Laboratory Biosecurity IV.  Personnel
V.   Facility Design VI.  Handling of FMD virus 
VII. Air Handling  – Live Virus Facilities 
VIII.Waste management IX   Equipment and Materials
X.   Decommissioning containment compartments for maintenance or 

renovation purposes.

Satellite Laboratories

EC Directive
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RG / WRL

Vaccine Production

European Pharmacopoeia:
FMD Vaccine Monograph

EMEA: FMD Vaccine Position Paper



EUFMD 
RG / WRL

Platform for building Consortiums

· WP2 Global disease surveillance
· WP4 Vaccine reserves
· WP5 Diagnostics
· WP6 Laboratory preparedness: Workshop
· WP9 Central network resource: Stakeholders

EUFMD

OIE Regional Reference 
Laboratory for the Sub-Saharan 
continent



EUFMD 
RG / WRL

· WP5 Diagnostics
Workshop on Proficiency Testing Schemes

Guidelines
• Evaluation of Lab or Method
• Scope of PTS (Import-Export Testing / Vaccine efficacy 

testing)
• Criteria for lab conformity
• Statistical analysis
• Advisory board
• Reporting

EUFMD
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RG / WRL

FMD Improving Control
Vaccination to Live

DIVA: NSP tests

EUFMD
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EUFMD 
RG / WRL

FMD Improving Control
Vaccination to Live

DIVA: NSP tests

EUFMD

Workshop on the design and 
interpretation of post FMD- vaccination 

serosurveillance by NSP tests
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